
Protégé Kita QUEST TO WIN

among the participants of ‘Protégé Kita’. 
For these two young entrepreneurs, 
ability to understand who their 
customers are and what they want is an 
eye opener.  
      Zuran’s Kitchen, in business for two 
years now, specializes in customized 
cakes, cupcakes, tarts and pastries. 

BALIK KAMPUNG

ZURAN’S KITCHEN

$30,000

       We learned the importance of 
financial management and customer 
segmentation.
      
Ms. Khaizuran Ilias, 21, and her brother, 
Mr. Muhammad Khairin Ilias, 19, are 

       ‘Protégé kita’ has taught us 
the structure of a business plan.  
Now, we are able to produce 
better presentation to pitch to 
potential investors. Sharing 
sessions helped us to brainstorm 
ideas. We have become more critical in 
scrutinizing business ideas.

Mr. Abdul Hakeem Bin Mohamed Yunos, 
22, commenting on behalf of his team, 
‘Balik Kampung’, comprising of Mr. Chia 

Muhammad Yunus, 22, Mr Faizal Bin 
Roslan, 23 and himself. These young 
undergraduates aim to open an online 
business that matches selected events 
with undergraduates and young 
working adults. – By Sharifah Md Kassim
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! Newly appointed  
Executive Director 
of SMCCI,  
Ms Yusilawaty 
Yatiman.  A 
Sociology graduate 
from NUS, Ms 
Yusilawaty, in her 
early 30s, has been 
in the marketing and 
communications 
industry for 8 years 
before joining 
SMCCI.

“ Being the Executive 
Director allows me to 
serve a bigger purpose 
in the Malay business 
community.  I look 
forward to assisting 
many SME’s out there 
to take advantage of 
the grants available 
and to utilize our 
services successfully.”

OUR NEW
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Chia Muhd YunusAbd Hakeem Md Yunos Faizal Bin Roslan

If you have an innovative business idea, submit your proposal and you could 
stand a chance to win $30,000! ‘Protégé Kita’ is a platform for young and 
aspiring entrepreneurs between the age of 16- 35. These alumni have 
submitted their business innovation and enrolled in a 12-module programme 
to learn how to manage their business, with guest mentorship from successful 
entrepreneurs in the business community.  For more information, please email 
us at protege@smcci.org.sg or call Qamarul at 6297 9404.  
Registration is open until 31st January 2015 only.
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Delegations from the US and Iran were among foreign dignitaries who 

visited SMCCI in November. Their visits open the window of opportunities 

for our members to expand their business in the two countries.

SMCCI NEWS

US AMBASSADORS 

VISIT

ISLAMIC FINANCIAL 

SERVICES CONFERENCE 

ON 1ST OCT 2014

The Iranian parliamentary delegation, led by 

Dr Gholam Reza Mesbahi Moghaddam, 

visited SMCCI on 24 November to get to know 

more about the work and role of SMCCI. 

During the meeting, the Iranian MPs welcome 

Singapore businessmen to do business and invest in Iran. They 

also expressed their willingness to expand economic and 

diplomatic relations between the two countries.

      Dr Moghaddam, who is also the Chairman of the 

Iran-Singapore Parliamentary Friendship Group, was leading a 

delegation from the Islamic Consultative Assembly of Iran to 

visit Singapore from 23 to 28 November.

VISITORS 

FROM IRAN

Interested to explore or expand your 

business to USA?

      US ambassadors visited SMCCI 

on 4 November to explore business 

alliances between Malay/Muslim 

entrepreneurs and the US.

      They invited our businessmen to take part in the upcoming 

SelectUSA 2015 Investment Summit on March 23 to 24 in 

Washington. The summit will bring together investors from all 

over the world, as well as economic development organizations 

from every corner of the United States, high-level government 

officials, and others working to facilitate investment in the 

United States.  Please visit their website at: 

http://selectusa.commerce.gov/selectusa-investment-summit
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Singaporean and Malaysian entrepreneurs should take 

advantage of the two countries’ good relationship to 

work together to stimulate further growth for Islamic 

Financial industry.

      The Islamic Finance Industry is developing rapidly 

and worth US$1.8 trillion (S$2.3 trillion).  It has the 

potential to grow further.   The industry is currently 

still small compared to other financial industries.  

Berita Harian report available at: 

http://beritaharian.sg/ekoniaga/galak-kerjasama-ke

wangan-islam-spura-msia#sthash.
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EDITORIAL BOARD



HALAL BUSINESS IN JAPAN

Japan hosted its first international 
forum and exhibition for halal 
environment and business last month 
as part of its strategy to expand its 
Muslim-friendly tourism services.
        SMCCI is proud to take part in 
this important event that may help our 
Malay/Muslim businessmen  to 
explore opportunities of doing halal- 
related business in Japan.
      Mr. Razali Ramli, Assistant Vice 
President of Warees Halal, was one of 
the speakers while two SMCCI 
members - Mr. Fazil Hamid, Group 
CEO of HCS Consultants Pet Ltd. and 
Ronnie Tan, Managing Director of My 
Outlets - were among the panelists in 
the forum.
      With the theme “Global expansion 
of Made in Japan Halal and 
development of a domestic Halal 
environment”, the event was held on 
November 26-27 in Tokyo.
      SMCCI’s Executive Director Ms. 
Yusilawaty Yatiman, said that the 
organizers of the forum and expo 
have agreed to work together with 
SMCCI to bring a Japanese pavilion to 
the World Halal Gourmet Expo 2015 
that will be held on the 14-16th of 
August next year at the Singapore 
Expo.
      SMCCI is the co-organizer of this 
upcoming event. SMCCI will also be 
conducting a trade mission to Japan in 
September next year. Watch out for 
details at the later date.
       “Please contact us if you are 
interested to explore the halal industry 
in Japan,’’ said Ms. Yusilawaty.

SHARING AND 
NETWORKING

Networking and good proper 
guidance from the experts: These 
are some of the important 
ingredients to a successful 
business.
      With this in mind, SMCCI has 
been organizing a series of 
networking and sharing sessions 
where we invite more 
experienced businessmen to give 
talk to our members.
      In the latest talk held on 28 
November, Mr. Riduwan Matni, the 
co-founder of MUSE Group, 
shared his experience. MUSE 
Group is a creative marketing 
agency specializing in music, 
sports and entertainment founded 
in 2011. Some of its successful 
projects include Okto Cup and 
Sasuke Singapore which were 
aired on local 
channels.
      Among his tips: 
Marry great ideas 
with great 
execution, deliver 
value in your 
business, and 
expand only 

when your business is ready.
      Do come and join us. Get 
some tips on how you can further 
improve your business, while 
expanding your network.
      Members get to attend the 
session for $10, while 
non-members only have to pay a 
token of $30.
       Email events@smcci.org.sg 
to sign up!

“Please contact us
if you are interested
to explore the halal 
industry in Japan,’’

From right to left, Mr Fazil Hamid, CEO, HCS Consultants Pte Ltd (Singapore), Ms Yusilawaty Yatiman, Executive Director, 
SMCCI (Singapore), Dato Rusnah Md Dom, CEO, PFM Global Venture Pte Ltd (Malaysia), Mdm Norhaizan Md Sani, Principle Consultant, 
PFM Global Venture Pte Ltd (Malaysia), Dr Saeed Akhtar, Chairman, Nippon Asia Halal Association (Japan).

Mr. Riduwan Matni, 
co-founder of 
MUSE group, shared
his experience 
in a session on 
28 November
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 ! Ms Yusilawaty Yatiman



Dewan Perniagaan dan 
Perusahaan Melayu Singapura 
(DPPMS ) telah membentuk 
Kluster atau Kelompok 
Perkahwinan bagi meningkatkan 
mutu perkhidmatan syarikat 
Melayu-Islam yang menawarkan 
khidmat majlis perkahwinan 
termasuk andaman , katering dan 
perancang perkahwinan.
      Kelompok ini, antara lain, akan 
menetapkan piawaian baru bagi 
industri perkahwinan 
Melayu/Islam di Singapura yang 
dianggarkan bernilai lebih $80 
juta dan mempunyai lebih 
daripada 100 syarikat.
      Ia dipengerusikan oleh Encik 
Jefri Sidek, Pengarah Urusan 
Syarikat Wedeco EMS. Beliau juga 
adalah anggota lembaga  
pengarah  DPPMS.  Antara syarikat 
yang telah pun menganggotai 
kluster tersebut setakat ini 
termasuklah   Wedeco EMS, The 
Landmark Restaurant,  Amani 
Weddings, SMR, Iza, Misyaz, Fizita, 
Irmaya dan 
Weddingku. 

      Kami yakin dengan 
membentuk kelompok 
ini kami dapat 
mengubah tanggapan 
mengenai industri 
perkahwinan ini. 
Secara bersama, kami 
harap dapat mencari 
huraian kepada 
pelbagai masalah yang 
dihadapi firma dalam 
industri  ini.
      Pelanggan juga kini 
mempunyai saluran 
baru untuk mengadu 
mengenai khidmat 
yang tidak memuaskan 
daripada firma-firma 
perkahwinan 
Melayu/Islam.

Encik Jefri Sidek
Setiausaha Kehormat DPPMS

Oleh Fadilah A Majid
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STRATEGI UTAMA  
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The Landmark Restaurant has just 
joined SMCCI a few months ago. It 
now looks forward to take 
advantage of the Wedding Cluster 
to enhance its position as a 
wedding venue.
      “We hope to take advantage of 
the learning and networking 
sessions at SMCCI,’’ says Mr Abdul 
Halim Hafizuddin, the Director of 
Sales of The Landmark Restaurant, 
in his 50s. 
      The Landmark Restaurant 
started early this year after taking 
over Riverwalk Tandoor premise 
and got its halal certificate two 

DPPMS cuba 
adakan sistem 
kelompok untuk 
peniaga yang 
jadi anggotanya. 
Ia berharap 
sistem ini boleh 

bantu majukan perniagaan mereka.
      Uda rasa sistem ini memang baik dan 
belum pernah dicuba. Cuma kalau nak 
berjaya, mesti ada semangat kerjasama. 
Tapi, inilah yang susah dan jadi masalahnya.
      Sebab biasanya peniaga suka bersaing. 
Ada yang sanggup potong harga bagi 
barang sama yang dijual. Dan ini yang 
selalunya buat peniaga lain marah, malah 
kadang-kadang sampai ada yang bergaduh.
      Ada pulak yang main kotor dan buat 
aduan kepada pihak berkuasa kononnya 
kedai yang jadi saingannya tak bayar CPF 
kepada pekerjanya. Pendek kata mereka 
akan buat apa saja untuk berjaya, dan bikin 
pesaingnya lungkup.
      Tapi semangat sistem kelompok lain. Ia 
mahu peniaga bekerjasama. Walaupun 
mereka bekerjasama, tapi mereka tetap 
masih boleh bersaing secara sihat. Dan 
dengan bekerjasama, mereka harap dalam 
jangka panjang akan bawa keuntungan 
kepada semua.
      Selamat mencuba dan selamat berjaya. 

KELOMPOK
TOLONG MENOLONG

MEMBERS’ HIGHLIGHTS

THE LANDMARK RESTAURANT OF VILLAGE HOTEL BUGIS
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! By Sharifah Md Kassim

weeks before Ramadan.
      It is one of the eight companies 
under the Wedding Cluster, set up 
recently as part of SMCCI’s 
strategy to assist its members. 

Please visit their website or 
facebook at
https://www.landmark.com.sg
https://www.facebook.com/TheLa
ndmarkSingapore

Initially roped in by SMCCI as a 
mentor for TAA Ramadan project, 
Hana Indulgence has stepped forward 
to assist many home based businesses 
to understand the fundamentals 
behind the Agri-Food and Veterinary 
Authority of Singapore (AVA) and the 
National Environment Agency (NEA) 
rulings.

      Ms Rohana Omar, owner of Hana 
Indulgence sees SMCCI as a 
networking base for business 
exchange and matching.
     "SMCCI should be viewed as a 
bridge for members and as a 
branding platform to promote halal 
businesses,’’ says Ms Rohana, in her 
late 40s.
      Hana Indulgence takes pride in 
serving premium halal chocolates, 
baklavas, nougats, dragees, Turkish 
delights and many more treats.  
Certainly a variety of yummy treats 
to tantalize your palate.
      “We are the only halal vendor for 
the Christmas Wonderland event 
now at the Gardens By the Bay till 21 

Dec 2014.  Everything is premium and 
halal! Come and visit us," added Ms 
Rohana cheerfully.

https://www.hanaindulgence.com
https://www.facebook.com/HanaIndul
gence

Flash your SMCCI Privilege Card to 

redeem offers below. Contact us at 

membership@smcci.org.sg 

to sign up as a merchant

on buffet for

SMCCI members

contact:  sitizulaiha@

 landmark.com.sg

off
20%

off
15%

Valid online till 3
1st Dec, 

at Garden By The Bay

till 2
1st Dec and at Hana 

outlet from 

22nd till 3
1st Dec

HANA 
INDULGENCE 



PRODUCTIVITY
AND INNOVATION
CREDIT SCHEME
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Madam Salbiah Jopri is 
glad that she joined the 
SMCCI as a member about 
a year ago.
      The Director of Yasmine 
Group Pte Ltd., that has 
been operating childcare 
centres for about 14 years, 
looks forward to getting a 
government grant under 
the Productivity and 
Innovation Credit (PIC)  to 
increase productivity.
       “I used to feel so alone 
in managing my business. 
SMCCI has given me the 
ability to pick up the 
phone and speak to a 
consultant."
      SMCCI has provided 
consultancy service to 
analyze the business needs 
of Yasmine Group.  Based 
on the advice given, Mdm 
Salbiah decided to invest 
on a full accounting 
package by ‘MYOB’ and a 
comprehensive vacuuming 
system.  Under the 
guidance of SMCCI 
consultants, Madam 
Salbiah applied for the PIC 
grant to finance the 
purchase. 

      PIC, which was 
introduced in 2010, is a 
government scheme to 
encourage businesses to 
invest in activities that 
improve innovation and 
productivity to enhance 
their capabilities and 
competitiveness.
      It is effective for eight 
years from Year of 
Assessment (YA) 2011 to YA 
2018 and is open to all 
businesses.
      Under this scheme, 
companies can get a 400% 
tax deduction or 60% cash 
payout for investments in the 
following activities:

���5HVHDUFK�DQG�'HYHORSPHQW
   (R&D)

���$SSURYHG�'HVLJQ�3URMHFW

���$FTXLVLWLRQ�RI�,QWHOOHFWXDO
      Property

���5HJLVWUDWLRQ�RI�,QWHOOHFWXDO
   Property

���3XUFKDVH�/HDVH�RI�
   Prescribed

������$XWRPDWLRQ�(TXLSPHQW

���6WDII�7UDLQLQJ

Madam Salbiah with children from her childcare centre 
during one of their outings.

7R�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�FDVK�SD\RXW�XQGHU�WKH�
PIC scheme, the company must employ 
at least three local employees (Singapore 
Citizens or Permanent Residents with 
CPF contributions). 
       There is also an additional incentive 
in the form of the PIC Cash Bonus, which 
is a dollar-for-dollar matching cash 
bonus of up to $15,000 over three years. 
It is given on top of existing PIC benefits.
������7R�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKH�&DVK�%RQXV��\RX�
must fulfill three conditions:
��+DYH�VSHQW�DW�OHDVW��������LQ
��3,&�TXDOLI\LQJ�H[SHQGLWXUH

��&DUULHV�RXW�EXVLQHVV�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ
  Singapore 

��(PSOR\V�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�ORFDO
  employees
To get a more comprehensive 
explanation of the scheme, meet our 
Buiness Advisors by contacting our SME 
Centre at hotline 6293 3822.

TO GET THE PAYOUT...

–  Madam Salbiah Jopri

       I used to feel so alone
in managing my business.
SMCCI has given me the ability
to pick up the phone and speak to
a consultant.


